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 Depending on the particular corner of the globe 
in which you find yourself, the number 13 may strike 
you as lucky or otherwise. Tastings so far of the 2013 
vintage of the Cuvee Sir Winston Churchill point 
conclusively in the former direction. 
 As you will have been able to read in our last 
issue, Antonio Galloni was able to declare, following a 
warmly enthusiastic assessment of the Brut Vintage 
of the same year, “yes, I expect the Churchill (2013) will  
be superb!” 

 If we look to the view from Australia, far be 
it from Tyson Stelzer to contradict him: quite the 
reverse, in fact, since he marks the 2013 even higher 
than the 2012 (99 points compared to 98). Which is as 
much as to say…
 We are not counting our chickens, but a degree  
of optimism seems fully justified!
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 We are there: the 20th vintage of our cuvee in 
homage to the “Old Lion”, Sir Winston Churchill, 
has left the cellars of the Avenue de Champagne on 
its way to the four corners of the planet.

Any great champagne producer is judged 
above all other factors by the quality 
of its non-vintage Brut, which remains 
unquestionably the most complicated of 
cuvees to produce. Sobriquets abound. 
Some producers refer to it as their “best 
ambassador” while others speak of their 
“visiting card” or even “the DNA” of the 
Maison. At Pol Roger, the Brut Reserve 
understandably takes centre-stage. 

 Last weekend, I had the pleasure of sharing a 
bottle with the family. As you will readily appreciate, 
this was hardly my first tasting of the cuvee, but I 
found it truly delicious! People say that Pol Roger 
is not a slave to fashion and I am all the more 
comfortable with that thought when I look around 
and see so many champagnes on the market today 
with ultra-low or zero dosage. 
 Our Brut Reserve achieves its ideal balance 
today at 8 grammes of sugar per litre. And I place far 
greater confidence in the palates of the members of 
the tasting committee than in a simple figure on a 
sheet of paper. A figure, moreover, which becomes 
even less relevant when it can vary according to the 
style of wine to which the dosage is added. That, of 
course, is the reason why a champagne described as 
“brut” can be dosed with anything between 6 and  
12 grammes of sugar. 
 Whilst going the necessary distance to meet 
successive trends in popular consumption and 
keeping faith, in the process, with its own chosen 
practices, the Maison can be seen to have evolved 
with the passage of time. The dosages of today are 
significantly lower than those of a century ago!  
Pol Roger evokes freshness, certainly, but also the 
well-rounded palate, the brilliant sheen, the vinosity! 
It is up to us to nurture our style and to know how to 
“stay focused”!

Stay 
focused 

Laurent d’Harcourt, 
Chairman of the  
Executive Board
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The Family 
House undergoes 

a makeover
 As our early visitors this year will have noticed, the 
office building has been covered in extensive scaffolding 
on the garden side. Facelift, cleaning, sandblasting: the 
Maison has commissioned major maintenance works to 
conserve this historic site. 

 Following on from the substantial 
improvement works to the office 
interiors completed between 2013-2015,  
we have turned all our attention to 
the exterior of the building in these 
recent weeks. A number of specialist 
contractors have been engaged to 
sandblast the facade and repoint the 
brickwork. In tandem with these works 
the chimneys are being cleaned, the 
blinds renewed and a new set of dressed 

stones installed along the cornice of the 
Northern facade. The repairs will not 
alter the structure of the building but 
are designed simply to conserve the 
family residence in its original state. 
Built by Pol Roger towards the end of  
the 19th Century, the house contained 
the private apartments of the family 
until 1961, when the last occupants 
moved out to new quarters on the 
Avenue de Champagne. 

 As was the case with the Brut Vintage 
and the Rose Vintage last year, it is now 
the turn of the Blanc de Blancs Vintage to 
move to the 2015 vintage. 

Never two 
without three
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 As we have covered the technical aspects of the year in previous editions, 
let us look more closely now at the role played by this trio of vintage wines at 
the heart of the Pol Roger portfolio.
 In an article for Drinks International in 2020, Giles Fallowfield aka  
“Champagne Guru” spoke tellingly of Pol Roger in these terms: “Pol is to be 
applauded for keeping faith in the Vintage Category!”.
 It seems indisputable that the reputation that the Maison enjoys for 
exceptional quality derives very largely from the significantly higher proportion 
of vintage wines that it produces as compared to its competitors in Champagne. 
And its worth noting too that Pol Roger has never succumbed to the temptation 
of introducing a non-vintage rose or blancs de blancs.
 The Brut Reserve and the Cuvee Sir Winston Churchill represent, 
respectively, the alpha and omega of the range and are, as would follow, the  
Pol Roger wines best known to the general public. The trio of vintage wines we 
have touched on above, while necessarily more discreet than the first two, may 
be seen as the prerogative of true connoisseurs to discover. 
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What led you to take an interest in the 
conduct of Maurice Pol-Roger in his 
capacity as mayor of Epernay? 
 In 2009 I was commissioned by the Education 
Board to take charge of the educational outreach 
of the town archives. Within the planning for the 
commemorations to mark the centenary of the First 
World War, the Epernay Town Council decided to 
mount an exhibition to illustrate the everyday lives  
of the residents of the time. And so I came to 
submerge myself in the municipal archives. It was 
then that I rediscovered the importance of the role 
that Maurice Pol-Roger played at that time. I went 
on to introduce a series of lectures which were 
open to all-comers and entitled “Maurice Pol-Roger,  
an ordinary mayor in extraordinary times”. 

What in your opinion was the most 
remarkable event of his tenure?
 Unquestionably, his duel with the prefet de la 
Marne. This episode marked the high point of the 
profound disagreement between the two men, 
which originated from the German occupation of 
Epernay from the 4th to the 11th September 1914 
and concluded with Maurice Pol-Roger‘s resignation 
in February 1918. 

What was the origin of this conflict? 
 Anticipating the imminent arrival of German 
troops in Epernay, the prefet de la Marne ordered the 
administrative staff to empty the town stongboxes 
and head for safety. Within a few hours, Epernay 
found itself in financial ruin and deprived of civil 
administration. The police, teaching staff and 
magistrates had all left town. To ensure the safety 
of the inhabitants and the continuity of the town 
economy, Maurice Pol-Roger was constrained to 
form a militia and to introduce a local currency. 
From that day onward, the mayor of Epernay was to 
nurse a deep resentment towards the prefet and those 
of his officials who had deserted their posts at the 
town’s time of need. 

How do we get to this duel between the 
two men?
 When those of the officials who had fled the 
town returned to their posts at the end of the 
German occupation, Maurice Pol-Roger refused 
to pay their salaries. At the same time he ordered 
a number of them to be dismissed, in particular 
the commissaire de police. The prefet did not fail to 
remind Maurice that these officials had simply been 
following instructions, as he himself had done. These 
exchanges continued to the point at which a letter 
was addressed to the mayors of the departement 
in which Maurice Pol-Roger accused the prefet of 
professional incompetence. With his honour thus 
brought into question, the prefet challenged him  
to a duel. 
 The encounter took place at the Château de 
Saran in Chouilly. Wounded on the hand in the course  
of the duel, Maurice Pol-Roger signalled the end of 
the combat. 

What does this episode tell us of the 
personality of the mayor of Epernay? 
 Maurice Pol-Roger was a man of strong, one 
might even say “authoritarian”, character. Above 
all, he had a keen sense of political ethics. He 
could not accept that the representatives of the 
public authority should be able to abandon their 
responsibilities, even when ordered to do so. When 
the Town Council elected to reimburse the salaries 
of the officials who had fled, he went so far as to 
resign his authority, resolving at the same time to 
pay a bonus from his own resources to those officials 
who had stayed at their posts. We should not forget, 
finally, that Maurice Pol-Roger was threatened 
with execution by firing squad on no less than five 
occasions in the space of a single week of the German 
occupation. It would have required not a little 
strength of character to keep his head and withstand 
such pressure without giving way. 

What memories did he leave in the hearts  
of “Sparnaciens” (the townspeople of  
Epernay)?
 For the duration of the war, the Sparnaciens 
maintained a livre d’or in gratitude for his conduct 
during the German occupation. The honours he 
received were therefore immediate. The residents 
were appreciative of his having ordered the 
opening of the cellars, including those of the 
champagne houses, to allow them to shelter from 
the bombardments. The successful recoverty of 
reparations from the Germans for war damage is 
also to the personal credit of Maurice Pol-Roger. 
Following his resignation, he was granted the title of 
“Mayor of Honour” and a permanent seat on the 
Town Council until his death in 1959. 

What lessons should we draw from his 
time in office?
 Any study of the mayoralty of Maurice Pol-Roger  
will inevitably raise the question of ethics in the 
political sphere and the role that the public authority 
should play in a democratic society. In the course 
of my classes, I make use of the political stances 
he adopted to encourage pupils to reflect on the 
thorny issue of disobedience when it concerns those 
holding public office. Is it legitimate to disobey in 
the name of a personal ethic which one considers to 
be more important ? To explore this theme, I have 
adopted the custom of organising a role-play: one 
student takes on the position of the prefet, while his 
companion slips into the shoes of Maurice Pol-Roger. 
In 2014, my pupils also produced and acted out  
a play telling the story of the mayoralty of  
Maurice Pol-Roger. His conduct provides me with 
concrete examples with which to illustrate my 
classes in moral and civic education. 
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Maurice Pol-Roger was elected Mayor of Epernay in 1912. Two years  
later, the First World War broke out. Gregory de Gostowski, professor  
of history and geography at Yvette Lundy College, Ay-Champagne has  
made a special study of this exceptional period in the life of the elder son 
of Pol Roger. We interviewed him for the Newsletter.

Maurice Pol-Roger,  
“an ordinary mayor in 
extraordinary times”
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Birth of  
Marcus Collard

Victoria and Bastien Collard (Secretary General 
and Export Manager) have the greatest 
pleasure in announcing the birth of Marcus, on  
12th January 2022. The family are delighted  
to welcome a new member of the Seventh  
Generation, and to include in their numbers a future 
“grand amateur”of Pol Roger.

After a year’s pause in 2020, 
the Avenue de Champagne 
was decked out in its 
fullest finery for the 21st 
production of ‘Habits de 
Lumiere’ on the 10th, 11th 
and 12th December last 
year in Epernay.

 Although health considerations 
forced the mairie to cancel the 
big parade on the Friday evening, 
traditionally an inseparable part of 
the event, the organisers succeeded 
in redoubling their creative efforts 
this year, with displays extending 
over the full length of the route. The 
undoubted success of the event will, 
let us hope, open the way to a brilliant 
22nd production, when the private 
receptions in the different maisons of 
the Avenue will resume once again. 

Retirement of 
Annick Levêque 

after 46 years with 
the Maison

 Annick Leveque retired 
on the 31st December last 
year, after more than four 
decades of service with  
the Maison. 

Labelling and packaging of bottles of 
Pol Roger held no secrets for Annick, 
who joined the production team 
in 1975. The Maison salutes such 
exceptional long service, and would 
like to wish her every happiness for 
the future.

Habits de Lumiere 
Vintage 2021

Birth of Côme Levêque
Audrey Wampack and Jonathan Levêque (Caviste) 
have become the happy parents of Côme, born on 
December 11, 2021.
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The facade of the cellars at 34 Avenue de Champagne has been 
equipped with a new lighting scheme. The former beams of white have 
been replaced by beams of yellow, giving greater prominence to the 
name of the Maison on the wall of the building. 

The 24th Historic Monte Carlo Rally, restricted to cars from the 
period 1950-1970, set off from Reims on 27th January this year. More 
than thirty years ago, Pol Roger accompanied certain of the teams 
competing in the 57th round of the event in its traditional form. 

What the 
writers say...

Tyson Stelzer 
— Pol Roger Brut Réserve 

94 points

— Pol Roger Pure 
95 points

— Pol Roger Rich  
93 points

— Pol Roger Blanc de Blancs Vintage 2013 
96 points

— Pol Roger Brut Vintage 2015 
94 points

— Pol Roger Rosé Vintage 2015 
94 points

— Pol Roger Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill 2012 
98 points

— Pol Roger Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill 2013 
99 points

Alberto Lupetti 
— Pol Roger Brut Réserve  

Today: 90 / Tomorrow: 91

— Pol Roger Pure  
Today: 91 / Tomorrow: 91

— Pol Roger Brut Vintage 2015 
Today: 92 / Tomorrow: 95

— Pol Roger Rosé Vintage 2015 
Today: 93 / Tomorrow: 94

— Pol Roger Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill 2013 
Today: 97 / Tomorrow: 100

This issue has been prepared with the friendly and valued assistance of M. Bill Gunn, Master of Wine and Managing Director of our British subsidiary, Pol Roger Limited, from 1990 to 2008. 

The Maison is most grateful. 




